California State Independent Living Council

Policy Statement on services to Native Americans

Issue:   

SILC believes that services must be available and easily accessible to all people with disabilities whether living in rural or urban areas.  SILC further believes there is a greater need among certain populations -- especially those people who have been underrepresented, underserved and disproportionately impacted for many years.   For example, Native Americans were the first people of California and still have First Nation status entitling them to benefits under Section 121 of the State/Federal Rehabilitation Act.  SILC believes that California has an obligation to increase service access to Native Americans in all areas of the state in all types of service programs.

SILC Policy Summary 

The State of California must improve and increase work with Native American Tribal entities, both formal and informal, to ensure that all citizens have access to the full range of independent living services and resources available statewide. 
Impacts of the current situation on People With Disabilities (PWD) 


PWD have historically been put in dependent living situations that sap their abilities to develop citizenship capabilities like everyone else.  Native Citizens with disabilities have been afforded fewer rights and resources than all other citizens.  Native Americans living in California have at least a 23% average rate of disability
. This is the highest rate of disability for any ethnic group.
In addition, these factors are important to consider:

· Resistance to acknowledge the sovereign nation status of First People;

· Service providers and primary resource systems established by the dominant culture fail to recognize and fully understand Native American issues and needs;

· Rural and geographically challenging access issues cause providers to limit services to this population;

· Many current service providers are not yet culturally sensitive enough to provide quality services without alienating native people/citizens;

· Major under-funding of federal/state health insurance and IL services;

· The need for cross-disability awareness and common ground thinking throughout the disability community.

The State of California has 333,346 Native Americans (people of American Indian or Alaskan Native descent).   The average rate for those with one or more disabilities is approximately 23 percent.  However, only 548 Native Americans actually received independent living services during 2006.

The Indian Health Service (IHS) is charged with the primary responsibility for eliminating health disparities.  However, IHS per capita expenditures for the AI/AN population remains 50-percent lower than per capita expenditures for Medicaid (Medi-Cal) beneficiaries and 33-percent lower than Department of Veterans Affairs beneficiaries.

Other Entities Working On A Similar Policy?

· CANAR – Consortia of Administrators for Native American Rehabilitation
Recommendations to end inequality
· Recognize and respect the principle that all citizens have a right to equitable access to service systems

· Hire and train service-providers from the Native American culture

· Provide training to non-natives to increase cultural competence
· Add resources to offset the rural and geographic isolation
· Implement quality service systems that are measurable

· Increase resources and capacities for self-development 

· Design service systems based on cross-disability principles that focus on seeking common ground among and equitable access for all persons with disabilities (PWD).
Existing provisions that need to be changed
· The Rehabilitation Act needs to be amended and reauthorized to include these principles

How does this policy enhance the ability of people with disabilities to live independently?
All people who are in systems designed to increase their own self-esteem through self-improvement strategies, increase their own capacities for self-governance, support and empowerment.
Cite available information that supports this policy statement:  (Research report findings, Needs Assessments, White Papers, Media Coverage, other demographic data, etc.)

Statistical data used in this report originate from:

· 2006 disability status report from Cornell University

· 2007 CILR report from the California Department of Rehabilitation
· American Indian Disability Technical Assistance Center, The University of Montana Rural Institute, http://aidtac.ruralinstitute.umt.edu
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